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INTRODUCTION

This administration today, here and now, declares unconditional war on poverty in Amer-
ica. I urge this Congress and all Americans to join with me in that effort. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson, January 8, 1964

Americans have waged a war on poverty for over fifty years. In April 2012, the National 
Health Statistics Report1 published observations on our progress. From that report, they 
observed that the average child-bearing age of a college-degreed woman is 30.1 years, 
bearing an average of 1.1 children. In comparison, the average female without a high 
school diploma or GED of 15-18 years will bear an average of 2.5 children. Over 90 years, 
the generational multiple for the educated woman in the middle class over three gen-
erations totals 3.3 children. Meanwhile, the uneducated woman in poverty will see five 
generations in that same timespan, and bear a total of 48.6 children. This is a ratio of 
15:1. Simply put, those born into poverty in our nation are exponentially more than those 
born into relative wealth. And the birth rate is only one factor contributing to the widen-
ing divide between rich and poor in the West.

1 Martinez Ph.D.; Daniels, Ph.D.; Chandra, Ph.D., Fertility of Men and Women Aged 15–44 Years in the 
United States: National Survey of Family Growth, 2006–2010. (PHS) 2012-1250. Division of Vital Statistics; No. 51. 
(Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics. April 12, 2012), 29.
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In January 2014, the Council of Economic Advisors published a report on fifty years of 
progress.2 Here is one quote from that official publication:

While the United States is often seen as the land of economic opportunity, only 
about half of low-income Americans make it out of the lowest income distribution 
quintile over a 20-year period. About 40 percent of the differences in parents’ in-
come are reflected in children’s income as they become adults, pointing to strong, 

lingering effects from growing up in poverty.

I applaud the foresight and determination of President Johnson and the countless men 
and women who have labored tirelessly over the past half-century in this war against 
poverty. However, poverty will not be defeated using politics and science alone. This is 
because poverty, in its essence, is a spiritual battle.  

I consider government efforts to be appropriate but incomplete. They have rightly iden-
tified the chronic and persistent social disease of poverty. They have diligently approved 
programs and studies for ending this unacceptable condition that afflicts American 
homes and lives. But poverty is a spiritual matter and its defeat will require help from 
God through His earthly institution, the Church. This curriculum represents precisely 
that help. Prosperous Home uses spiritual tools to shatter incorrect ideas and patterns 
to solve the problem of poverty one household at a time. These tools, combined with the 
efforts of governments and well-intentioned agencies, can finally win the war on pover-
ty. Prosperous Home is a practical system for teaching the mechanics of money. Using 
language that is simple yet powerful, the reader can develop and manage their own Pros-
perous Home. 

I hope to see all homes healed and transformed, not merely American homes. Prosper-
ous Home, therefore, is designed to add value regardless of your nation of residence. I 
have seen these tools traverse cultures, ages, and economic levels. I observe it benefiting 
families, businesses, churches, and governments. I am confident that the curriculum is 
effective, having taught these keys to people like you in many parts of the world. 

So let it do the same for you. Gain your foothold in the war against poverty. Begin your 
personal climb toward financial strength. As God prospers you, choose to partner and 
cooperate with His design, and see your family become a Prosperous Home.

2 The War on Poverty 50 Years Later: A Progress Report.
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